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6230 Cavers 

45,393 Caves 

More than 200 Caving Clubs 

16  over 1000 meters dept caves 

302,026 Km2 National Surface 

31,880 Km2 Protected Areas 

A journey to the heart of the Mediterranean! Umbria 

Excepted extraordinarily rich and interesting karst areas, such as Monte 
Cucco and the Gole del Forello, Umbria shows a widespread but modest 
karst phenomenon. Only exceptionally, isolated systems of a certain inter-
est have been found, such as Grotta del Chiocchio near Spoleto and Buco 
Bucone in the Monti di Gualdo Tadino.  

Grotta di Monte Cucco - La galleria delle ossa (Ph Paolo Gagliardi - Gruppo Grotte Pipistrelli CAI Terni) 

Stifone Springs – Gole del Nera – Narni – Photo by Ermanno Peciarolo 

Abruzzo   

Nera Cave, Pennapiedimonte (CH) - Photo: uPIX uNDER PIXel Fotogra昀椀a ipogea 

Molise 

Molise covers 4,437 km², with about 19% made up of carbonate rocks 
and 0.1% of gypsum outcrops in the Frentani Mountains. Karst areas do-
minate the region, especially in the Lagonegrese-Molise zone. Key spe-
leological sites include Monti del Matese, Frosolone, Venafro, Meta-

Mainarde, and central Frentani. The region is mountainous, with peaks li-
ke Monte Meta (2,242 m) and Monte Miletto (2,050 m), and slopes gra-
dually toward the sea through hilly terrain. Molise has abundant under-
ground water in karst aquifers, which supply both local and neighboring 
regions. Major rivers like the Volturno, Biferno, and Trigno are fed by the-
se karst springs.  

Lazio 

About 25% of the territory is made up of carbonate 
rocks (4,300 km²), with 100 km² of conglomerates 
and 150 km² of travertines. The region has over 
2,200 registered caves, totaling more than 120 km 
in length. Typical karst landforms include closed ba-
sins where rainwater infiltrates through dolines and 
lapiaz. Most caves are formed along fractures and 
have narrow, winding tunnels. Large karst aquifers 
provide high-quality water, with major springs like 
Peschiera and Acqua Marcia supplying Rome. In so-
me western areas, karst waters mix with gases and 
hydrothermal fluids. Gypsum deposits and corrosion 
features indicate sulphurous water presence. The 
Pozzo del Merro is the world’s second deepest 
flooded cave, reaching 392 m.  

Campania 

Mountain reliefs in Cam-
pania Region, South Ita-
ly, are largely made up of 
carbonate rocks of the 
Meso-Cenozoic age. The 
caves are developed 
mainly in the limestone of 
the Cretaceous carbonate 
platform. Volcanic cavities 
of Somma-Vesuvius and 
island of Ischia are few in 
terms of numbers and 
very limited in terms of 
development.  

Albuni Massif (Ph Francesco Maurano) 

Grotte di Castelcivita (Ph Francesco Maurano) 

Apulia 

Almost the entire region is characterized by car-
bonatic rocks, making it one of the Mediterranean 
areas of greatest interest for karst. It has over 
2000 recorded natural caves, divided according to 
the classic distinction between the Apulian karst 

areas, in Gargano 
Murge and Salen-
to and over 1000 
artificial cavities. 

Gravina di Ginosa 

Uomo di Altamura  

Uomo di Altamura  Castellana Caves (Ph Francesco Maurano) 

Calabria 

Calabria has many large and deep caves. The 
longest is "Le Grave" (about 5 km), and the 
deepest is Abisso del Bifurto (3671 m). Nota-
ble archaeological sites include Grotta del Ro-
mito, with Paleolithic burials and art, and 
Grotta della Monaca, used in the Neolithic for 
mining iron and copper. The main tourist-
accessible cave is the "Grotte di Sant'Angelo" 

Grotta della Monaca (Sant’Agata di Esaro - CS) 

Touristic itinerary in the Speleological complex <Grotte di Sant’Angelo= (Cassano allo Ionio - CS) 

Grotta di San Paolo (Morana Calabro  - CS) (Ph Francesco Maurano) 

Basilicata 

Basilicata's territory includes geological structures shared with neighboring 
regions, making its borders mostly conventional rather than natural. It is di-
vided into three main geological and morphological units: 
1.The Apennines, composed of two main rock types4carbonate (limestone-

dolomite) and terrigenous (flysch); 
2.The Fossa Bradanica (Premurgian Fossa); 
3.The Apulian Foreland, an extension of the Apulian Murgia plateau. 

Panoramic Trecchina background Mount Coccovello Grotta Vucculi 1 

Sicily 

The complex geological setting and the 
different rock outcrops in Sicily, allow to 
observe karst landforms in limestones, 
in the evaporitic rocks and caves in vol-
canic rocks. In particular 64% of regis-
tered caves are carved in limestone, 
26% in volcanic rocks and 10 % in gyp-
sum. The large number of caves is in the 
Palermo Mountains (26%), in Monte Et-
na (26%) and in the Iblei Mounts (25%). Zubbia Camilleri (Sicily) (Ph Victor Ferrer) Grotta dei Tre livelli, vulcanic cave (Etna, Sicily)  (Ph Francesco Maurano) 

Sardinia 
In Sardinia, karst areas co-
ver about 2,088 km², or 
8.7% of the region. There 
are 219 classified karst zo-
nes: 90 in Cagliari, 64 in 
Nuoro, 54 in Sassari, and 5 
in Oristano, with some sha-
red between provinces. The 
largest karst outcrops are 
in Sassari (860 km²), follo-
wed by Nuoro (810 km²), 
Cagliari (360 km²), and 
Oristano (50 km²).  

Grotta Nettuno (Ph Victor Ferrer) 


