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6230 Cavers 

45,393 Caves 

More than 200 Caving Clubs 

16  over 1000 meters dept caves 

302,026 Km2 National Surface 

31,880 Km2 Protected Areas 

Aosta Valley’s  mountains consists mainly in crystalline rocks, not suita-

ble for the cave formation. However we can find a lot of small areas with 

gypsum, limestone and marble with few small caves inside. There are also 

a lot of interesting anthropized shelters and tectonic caves 

A journey to the heart of the Mediterranean! 
Aosta Valley Piedmont 

Almost 3.25% of Pied-

mont land is covered by 

limestones and evapo-

rites, so the overall karst 

surface of the region is of 

825 km2, mainly concen-

trated in the southern 

part. There are many 

karst areas with high 

speleological interest, 

between them the most 

important are: the Mar-

guareis massif, the Con-

ca delle Carsene and the 

Tanaro and Corsaglia Val-

leys. 
Le miniere di Servette  

Lombardy 

Most main cave systems 
in Lombardy are develo-
ped in the Esino (eg, 
Northern Grigna, Mt. 
Arera–Mt. Menna) and 
Moltrasio Formations 
(eg, Pian del Tivano, 
Campo dei Fiori), which 
outcrop over large areas 
with considerable thick-
ness and are very fa-
vourable to karstifica-
tion. Other well karsified 

formations are the Breno (Presolana, Dossena) and Zu (Costa del Palio) Li-
mestones, and the Dolomia Principale (Tremezzo, Valle Imagna). A few 
gypsum caves are found in Southern Lombardy, as well as glacier caves in 
glaciers in the Alps. 

Ghiacciaia del Moncodeno (ph Andrea Ferrario) 

Grigna (ph Andrea Ferrario) 

Trentino-South Tyrol  
Much of the territory of Trentino Alto Adige consists of limestone and dolo-
mites. Nearly 2000 caves are registered. The highmountain karst areas are 
one of the peculiarities of the region, with extensive Schichttreppenkarst 
tiered surfaces, rich in snow pits. In some cavities there are ice deposits of 
scientific  

interest and 
beauty. 

Lamar abyss(ph Andrea Lona – G.S. SAT SSI Lavis) 

Collalto cave (ph Andrea Lona -  G.S. SAT SSI Lavis) 

The Fosses Alpe , Ampezzani plateaus(ph M.L. Perissinotto  

Veneto 

Almost 35% of the territory of Veneto consists of limestone and dolomite. 
Over 8000 caves are surveyed. Most of the karst areas are alpine, i.e. lo-
cated at altitudes above 1200 m above sea level, in inaccessible areas 
characterized by snow for more than 3 months a year. In the Dolomites 
there are some of the highest caves in Italy (about 3000 m above sea lev-
el: Abisso del Pelmo, Il Cenote).  

Buso della Rana Caves (ph S. Sedran photo team) 

Friuli Venezia Giulia 

Canin massif, Foran del Mus (Ph. Furio Finocchiaro) 

Diaclase of  Truc de Saint Hélène 

Grotta Impossibile (Ph Ivan Kletecka)  

Liguria 

Almost 7% of  

Ligurian land is 

covered by  

Carbonatic 

rocks.  

The caves are 

developed 

mainly in the  

Triassic  

limestones. 

area carsica SV23, Toirano, Ceriale, Borghetto (SV) (Ph Riccardo Dall’Acqua)  
 Ramo dei cristalli, Toirano (SV) (Ph Roberto Chiesa)  

 Grotta dei Falsari, Noli (SV) (Ph R Chiesa)  

Emilia In Emilia-Romagna, karst rocks 

are mainly of evaporitic origin: 

- Triassic evaporites: formation of 

Burano Anhydrites (Noricum) 

- Messinian evaporites: Gessoso-

Solfifera formation (Miocene) 

The total extension of these geolo-

gical units, which constitute Karst 

Areas, is 74 Km2, being the ex-

tension of the entire Region of 

22451 Km2 (of which 48% of 

plain), they represent 0.33%. 

At present the number of caves in 

the cadastre is 1043, 

of which 771 in Karst Areas. 

Tuscany 

Tuscany shows several outcrops of 

karstifiable rocks covering over 

12% of the territory with a total 

extension of about 2.500 km2, 

half of which presenting karst for-

mations or phenomena of remar-

kable interest. Among them, the 

Alpi Apuane stand out. Characte-

rized by metamorphic rocks, these 

mountains constitute one of the 

richest karst areas in Italy and in 

Europe. The majority of other 

areas has developed into the karst 

and dolomitic rocks of the Tuscan 

Succession.  
Firenze Pit, Abisso Saragato, Carcaraia complex (ph. Marc Faverjon) 

Marche 

In the inside of the Marche Region, wide part of the mountain ridges 
are composed by calcareous rocks, arranged in two principal sub-
parallel belts. Small gypsum outcrops are located in the hilly zones. 
The most important karst phenomena are represented by the closed 
Plans in the mountain ridges and by the karst underground systems 
of Monte Nerone, Frasassi and Acquasanta Terme, whole of high spe-
leological interest. 

Grotta del Mezzogiorno (Ph Paolo Gagliardi - Gruppo Grotte Pipistrelli CAI Terni) 
Grotta Fiume Vento (Ph Paolo Gagliardi - Gruppo Grotte Pipistrelli CAI Terni) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trentino-Alto_Adige/S%C3%BCdtirol

